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the external world. The master took little thought for the general
public. It was enough for him if his mysticism was available to a
chosen few. But as soon as lamblichus took over the management
of the school, at a time when paganism in its hour of danger was
calling more and more urgently for all the forces of Hellenism to
come to its help, the Neoplatonists threw themselves into the
struggle and they soon found that Porphyry had been too
yielding. In their desire to take more account of the needs
of their time they ceased to concern themselves only with an
61ite and set to work to extend their field of propaganda. The
system of Plotinus was too remote for many minds; hence, in order
to give a less abstruse form to the speculations of his philosophy,
lamblichus and his successors thought it well to enable men to
contemplate them through the showy and misty images of the
mystery religions1. Sarapis, Isis, Hecate, Demeter, Dionysus and
Cybele supplied them with a whole host of emblems which they
put to ingenious use, and in future it was by symbolic visions that
they claimed to prepare the return of the soul to God. The
Neoplatonists thus turned themselves into 'hierophants' and
initiated their pupils into the secret cults of their time. Multi-
plying the triads and hebdomads according to the needs of the
cause, lamblichus set the example by admitting as many as 360
divine entities with 21 lords of the world and 42 gods of nature.
In this kind of barracks open for a general mobilization of poly-
theism, the mystic priest could find a place for anything which the
established cults offered him, giving the place of honour naturally
to the leader of the gods set in charge of Plotinus' intelligible
world, the great king Helios, with his image the visible Sun, his
doubles Zeus and Sarapis, his representatives Dionysus and
Asclepius, his emanations Apollo and Athena (Providence and
soul of the world), and lastly his companion Aphrodite.
To this Neoplatonist the real aim was to set up the great
confraternity of all the doctrines and religious practices of
Hellenism, a Hellenism which from now onwards let its flag fly
over all the traditional beliefs of Greece and the Near East.
The gods of every people*are henceforth joined to form a pantheon
which puts its sanctuaries and priesthoods at the disposal of all
the devout, their religious blessings being, as it were, pooled. All
difference of opinion must in future be abolished. Not only Plato,
Aristotle and Pythagoras, but also Heraclitus, Democritus and
1 This is already shown by lamblichus' answer to the Letter ofPorphyrius
to jtnebo, the de mysteriis that he published under the name of die Egyptian
prophet, Abammon. See Bidez in Mflanges Desrousseaux, p. 12 sq,